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U P 5 E TR ETSENSHRYE- 2512377 NAR 71 VIA CAS LNALnT'J ;3 Ty
FROK:  ANZASSADOR BUNKER, SAISON 8737 ;; W
TO:  THE'WHITE HOUSE, SXCLUSIVELY EYES‘QHLY'HE4\Y A ilssrsi
REF:  TELEPHONE CONVERSATION MARCH 24 AWK AND SAIGOD 9758 é:J

SUIJICT: LAM SON 719t PUZLIC REACTION AND PODSI WLE ”JLITI o) D
CONSEQUENCES., |

i1

i T THIUX IT IS FAIP 10 QAY TFAT VIET NAC EGH P”JLIC REACTION TO
Lefl SON 719 WENT THROUGH THREE PHASES, AN THITIAL EUPHORIAZ
FOLLOWEZD 3Y DOUBTS IN THE LATTER PART OF FEZRUARY T}AT THE
bﬁ“”ﬂIG“ WAS GOING ACCORDING TO PLAMN3 AND FINALLY A BESURGENCE
cF CO&FIDL&CE Iy ARVN AND DDIDE [ ITJ ACCOMPLISHMENTS,

2. IGITIAL REACTION., THE I“ITIAL THRUST INTO LAOS SET OFF

A WaVE OF EXCITEMENT IN SCUTH VIETHAN STINMULATED 3Y SEETNG ARVRN
PELZTRATE AN AREA THE EMENY HAD CORSIDERED HIS QuUd FOR S0 MAKY
LERT VIRTUALLY ALL HATTIONALIST ELENENTS WERE INSPIRED BY THE
IDEA THAT ARVY TROOPS Wil ATTACKING ALONG AND ACROSS 1”5 HO .
CKT &I8M TRAIL. LACK OF HEAVY CONTACT WITH THE HORTH VIETKANESE
It THE IHITTAL STAGES GAVE RISE TO THE BELIEF THAT Lax S08 719
ﬁig?? SE A RE-PLAY OF THE SWEEPS 14 TO CAMZODTIA THE PREVIDUS

3, A CONCOMITANT OF THIS ENTHUSIASH WAS TH' SURFA CING OF ey

CALLS FOR A “MARCH NORTK" TO SETTLE THE WAR ONCE AND FOR ALL.

THE IM0ST VOCAL #DVOCATES WERE THE KORTHMERN REFUGEES, SUT SOME :
SOUTHEZRNZRS AND HANY PEOPLE IN MR | WERE ALSD SYNPATHETIC,
NAXY MORE VIETRNANESE, WHILE NOT FAVORING AM ACTUAL MILITARY Completed
ATTACY QX HORTH VIETNARM, MEVERTHELESS FELT THE THREAT EXERTED

DESIXA3LE PSYCHCLOGICAL PRESSURE 0N HANOI.

-4, COU3T5. | IMPRESSIONS THAT THE CaAMPAISH WAS SOING ACCO?DINF
TO PLAN REZCEIVED A JOLT I THE LATTER PART OF FEZRUARY WHEN
REPCRTS OF HEAVY ARVH CASUALTIES BZGAN TO CIRNCULETE. THE
EXTREMZLY HEAVY LOSJES OF THEZ 33TH RARGER BATTALION AND OF THE
AIRSORHE TROQOPS STRUGGLING TO RETAIN CONIROL OF HILL 31 ADDED.. ‘
T0 THzZ Uﬁ"”AbI“'"SS. IRADEQUATE OFFICIAL EXFPLANATIOHNS OF whAT
HAS_&L UALLY HAPPERING IYM LAOS COUPLED WITH SENTATICHAL WIRE
ERVICE ACCOUNTS HELPED TO COMPOUND FEARS THAT THE OPEAATION
PAD R INTO TROUBLE, b SOME QUARTERS, DOUBT WaAS ZXPHESSED
WEETHER THE AMERICANS WERE PROVIDING AD" UATE SUPPORT, VICE
PRESTIOENT KY WAS ES PTPIALLY UNHELPFUL IN THIS ""”LCT.

5. RESURGENCE OF COMFID““C&. WITH THE ADVAUCE TO TCREPOUE IN

EARLY BARCH AND NEW REPORTS THAT ARVE WAS ACGUITTING ITSELF WELL
AEATHST THE WELL=ARBED AND RUNE WICALLY SUPERTOR NORTH VIETRAMESK
FCACES, CONFIDEHCE IN ARVE RETURNED TO A KIGH LEZVEL AND HAS
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~SUPPIAT CTHE Tx00P3 Ve BEERN PUURING I FROM P VT“FIﬁL
councr lhmﬁ N CIVIC G“JWP). O NARCH 13, UPPER HOULCE L‘HDFH
rO\nﬁL1Y PAATSED THE FISHIING JPI\TT oF TVT MM TOVOLVED, A
Cillzueus CANPATGN, @ H“I"H GREYW OUT OF A RECENT CORFERINCE OF
FROVINCIAL COGUNCIL CHATREKN, AND IS NMANED THE MOVCHEHT FOr THE
RTAR SUPPORT OF THE SOLDIZR3 AT THE FRO NT, IS SET TO RUMN FHOMN
MARCH 29 TO APRIL 4, DENDNSTRATIONS ARE ZBEING PLANNED IN EVERY
PROVIN-E FOR SATURDAY I SUPPORT OF THZ ARIED FORCES, : :

7. A FURTHER MATTER FOR SATISFACTION HAS BEEN THE FACT IHAT

THE FIGHTING HAS TAKEN PLAC QUTSIDE OF VIETtAM, TEERE IS PHIDE
IH THE FACT THAT ARVN HAS SEEZN ABLE 10 CORDUCT TWO CaMPAISHNS
CUTSTIE THE BORDERS OF MITTHAM SINULTANEOUSLY. PEOPLE YERE
ENCOURAGED TO SEE THE IRITIATIVE WITH THE ARVN AND THERE wAS

A FEELING THAT THIS IKDICATED A SHIFT IN THE DALANCE CF POUER,
THAT THE DRIVE INTO LAOS i1AY HAVE FORZSTALLED NORTH VISTNAMESE
ATTACKS TINIOQ THE NOW PEACEFUL COASTAL PLAIN WAS LSPEVIALLY
APPRECIATED IN ChflﬁAL VIMT-P#M

Se CRITICIS THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE PUbLIC DISAPPROVAL OF
Latt son 719, EVVQ FROM OPPOSING POLITICIANS, MOST OF wHOM HAVE
~PRATISED THE OPERATION OR HAVE REMAIMED SILE “T THE RUMRER OF
CASUALTIZS SUFFERED BY ARVM, HOYZVER, REMAINS A SCUSITIVE ISSUE.
THE #adOR OVERT CRITIC OF TPH OPERATION HAS BEEN VICE PRESIDENT
KY., HE FIRST EXPRESSED FEARS OF A POS3IBLE “BOGGING DOWN"™ THE
DAY THE OPERATION BEGAN 9“3 THEN PREMATURELY ISSUED A CQLL For

- TERNINATION OF THE OPERATION TO RE:T THE TQOOPQ.

9. THERE MAS BEEN NKUCH CRITICISHM OF THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND GENERAL GVH AND ARVHN PRESS POLICY O THE OPERATICGHN FROI

BOTH COVERUNENT GUDQOnana ﬁ“D OPPOSTTIONISTS. 1T waS FELT

THAT BOTH THE NIHISTRY A4D THE BRIEFERS FAILED TO PROVIDE TIMELY
AND AUTdURITQTIVF THFORMATION TO PUT DOWH SPOT RUNORS AfD_PUT
MATTERS IN PERSPICTIVE., :

19, THERE IS A COMSIDERAZLE DIV R"“‘NCr BET«LVM THE VI TKAME3¢
INTERPRETATION OF THE OPERATION'S RESULTS ALD THE VIEW PRESENTED
I# THE FOREIGHW PRESS. MUCH OF THE LATTER PRESEETS THE wITH- ~ :
CHRAWAL PHASE AS A DEZFEAT FOR ARVE. THE VIEW OF THE VIETNAMESE
PRISS, FROADWMINISTRATION AND OPPOSITICHIST, IS THAT LA 304 713
WAS A VERY KEAVILY FOUGHT EZPGAGERENT IN WHICH SOME THING S WEN
WRONG, LUT THAT ?A.IC OBJECTIVES WERE ACHIEVED AHD THAT TKE ARVN
FOUSKT ALMIRABL . . _ e
1. POLITICAL EFFECT., IT I% TOO #RLY TD EVALUATE THE POLITLC”L
. IEPACT OF THE OPERATION WIBH ASSURANCE,. MAHY POLITICAL FIGURES
RAVD COENTED THAT SUCCIAS IN LAM 508 719 YOULD GREATLY :
ENRANCE THIEU'S POSTTION. THERE HAVE BEEN SONE REPORTS THAT IT
HAS ALRIZADY RESULTED IN WORF POSITIVE SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERIMENT
THIEN MIWSELF KAS REFLECTED THIS FEELICG IN RECENT TALKS I HAVE
FAD WITH MIN. T TREINK IT I3 FAIR TG SAY THAT LAl SON 719 HAS
ATEN A POLITICAL PLUS It THZ COMFIDEKCE IT HAS CREATED IN THE
AGILITY OF ARVE AND IN PRIDE IN ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS. THERE.
Pﬁg DR SATISFACTICN IN THE FACT THAT THE FIGHTING HAS TAKEN
PLACE OUISTDE ThE LORDERS OF SOUTH VIETNAN AND THAT WHILE ARVEN
FAG HAD FopaVY LOSEIS YT HAS IKFLICTKD FAR HEAVIER CASUALTIES
L ThE fialiYs
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